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GOVERNMENT 


Riverside takes steps to address OT flap 


Officials say embarrassingly high payments 
will end, that 2018 ‘will be back to normal’ 


By Ryan Hagen 
rhagen@scng.com 
@rmhagen on Twitter 


This will be the last year Riv- 
erside sees embarrassingly high 
overtime payments such as those 
paid to the Riverside Public Util- 
ities worker who earned more 
than twice his six-figure salary 


in overtime, city officials say. 

Those officials have worked to 
hire more staff and taken other 
steps to reverse the issues that led 
to high overtime since May. Once 
those changes are made, it could 
take until January for timecards 
to show “normal” overtime. 

In May, the government watch- 
dog group Transparent Califor- 


nia reported that utili- 
ties dispatcher Donald 
Dahle was the city of Riv- 
erside’s highest-paid em- 
ployee in 2016 by taking 
home more than $257,000 
in overtime pay — the 10th 
largest overtime payout in 
California in 2016. 

The immediate reason 
for the problem was that retire- 
ments and difficulties in hiring 
had left three vacant positions 
in the electric division for utili- 


Balachandran 


ties dispatchers, Riverside 
Public Utilities General 
Manager Girish Balachan- 
dran said at the time. 

On Sept. 22, those three 
positions were filled. 

“The problem is now 
addressed, and for 2018 
our overtime will be back 
to normal,” Balachandran 
said Thursday. 

While it was Dahle’s overtime 
that raised red flags, city officials 
say the issue extends much fur- 


ther. So does their solution. 

Shortly after the dispatcher’s 
high overtime was made public, 
city officials commissioned an 
independent audit of the utility. 
They also began a separate review 
of every department’s overtime 
that looked at overtime spending 
and controls. 

That’s now complete, said As- 
sistant City Manager Marianna 
Marysheva, who added that each 
department answered three ques- 
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WORRIED bY WEEVILS 


UCR, Riverside 
business launch 
desperate effort 
to save region’s 


iconic palm trees 


By David Downey 


ddowney@scng.com 


@DavidDowneySCNG on Twitter 


t’s not a pretty picture. 


Snapshots of once- 


glorious Canary Island 
palm trees eaten alive 


by a big, bad, shiny black 


bug that doesn’t belong here 


look nothing short of hor- 
rible. 


“One guy described them 


RIVERSIDE 


Li a 
Palm-killing pest 
The South American palm weevil is wreaking havoc on Canary Island 
palm trees in San Diego County and threatening to blaze a destructive 
path north into Riverside and Orange counties and beyond. 


to me as giant brown mush- 
rooms or giant brown um- 
brellas,” said Mark Hoddle, 
director of the Center for In- 
vasive Species Research at 
UC Riverside. 

Weevils get into the tops 
of trees, where fronds grow. 

“And they turn that area 
into a rancid bowl of oat- 
meal,” Hoddle said. “Once 
the top is damaged, they’re 
done.” 

So far, the portrait of de- 
struction painted by the 
2-inch-long South American 
palm weevil with the freak- 
ish-looking snout is confined 
to a swath of southern San 
Diego County, from Imperial 


Characteristics: About 2 inches long. Glossy 
black, hard body. Small, rounded head with long, 
curved rostrum. 
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Hoddle, an 
entomologist 
at UC 
Riverside, is 
one of the 
principal 
players in the 
fight against 
the South 
American 
palm weevil. 
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PHOTOGRAPHER 


Area of 
attack 


Beach to El Cajon. 
But scientists worry the 


weevil, which can fly up to 
15 miles in a day, will push 
north into Los Angeles, Riv- 
erside, San Bernardino and 


Orange counties, and be- 
yond, wiping out orna- 


mental palms — and possi- 
bly even fruit-bearing date 


palms — along the way. 
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“We are 
right at the 
beginning 

wave of the 


invasion right 


now. But at 
this initial 


phase, it looks 


really bad.” 


— Mark Hoddle, director of the 


Center for Invasive Species 
Research at UC Riverside 


day. 


Sources: UC Riverside Center for Invasive Species Research, ISCA Technologies, California Department of Food and 
Agriculture, “The South American Palm Weevil: A New Threat to Palms in California and the Southwest” 


Attack: They use stiff, protruding snouts, called 
rostrums, to bore holes in leaves in the crowns of 
palms. Females lay eggs in holes and seal them 
with wax. After eggs hatch, larvae feed on 
forming leaves in the crown. Just 30 larvae can 
consume enough tissue to kill a tree. 


Target: The weevil prefers to dine on Canary 
Island palms. But date, coconut, African oil, sago 
and California fan palms are vulnerable, too. 


Where: Found in San Ysidro, Chula Vista, El 
Cajon, the Balboa Park area of San Diego and 
Imperial County in California. Also found in 

Yuma, Ariz., and Alamo, Texas. 


Travel: Weevils travel long distances on 
coattails of infested landscape plants and short 
distances by flying. They can fly 15 miles in a 


Counterattack: ISCA Technologies and UC 
Riverside are testing formulations with naturally 
occurring compounds to modify behavior of 

adults. One formulation attracts weevils to small 
but lethal doses of a pesticide. 
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COURTS 


Pro-life 


Sroup 
lauds 


ruling 


Riverside County 
decision is a setback 


for California’s 
Reproductive FACT Act 


By Jeff Horseman 
jhorseman@scng.com 
@JeffHorseman on Twitter 


California cannot force pro- 
life pregnancy centers to give 
their clients contact informa- 
tion for abortion providers, a 
Riverside County Superior Court 
judge ruled last week. 

On Monday, Judge Gloria 
Trask issued an injunction pre- 
venting the state attorney gen- 
eral from enforcing the Repro- 
ductive Freedom, Accountability, 
Comprehensive Care and Trans- 
parency (FACT) Act, which re- 
quires state-licensed reproduc- 
tive health clinics to inform 
clients that public programs 
provide free or low-cost fam- 
ily planning services, including 
abortions. 

To help women learn whether 
they qualify for those services, 
clinics also must provide the 
phone number for the local 
county social services office. 

The Scharpen Foundation 
sought an injunction against 
the act, which became state law 
in 2016. The foundation runs the 
Go Mobile For Life clinic, which 
operates in Riverside County and 
seeks to discourage women from 
terminating their pregnancies. 
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INSIDE 


Trump begins trip to Asia 
by speaking to U.S. troops 


President Donald Trump praised 
Japan as a “treasured partner” 
and “crucial ally” as he kicked off 
his first trip to Asia. NEWS 6 


Loved ones honored as 
Day of Dead celebrated 


Riverside’s 14th annual Day of 
the Dead event featured music, 
ballet folklórico, altars, art and a 
La Catrina pageant. NEWS 11 


Here are 10 ways to save 
a bundle this ski season 


It’s fun to play in the snow, but 
it can cost a fortune. Here’s how 
to save some cash when you're 
out on the slopes. LIFESTYLE 3 


Did you forget? 
Daylight savings time ended at 2a.m. 
today. Turn your clocks back one hour. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


Dick Van Dyke brings his 
show to San Bernardino 


By Fielding Buck 
fbuck@scng.com 
@pefbuck on Twitter 


The factory floor of Garner 
Holt Productions transformed 
into a stage for a fundraising va- 
riety show Saturday. The star? 
Dick Van Dyke. 

Nearly 200 people paid as 
much as $2,500 a ticket, and 
some traveled cross country to 
San Bernardino for the chance 


to see the 91-year-old entertainer 
perform songs from his 1964 hit 
“Mary Poppins.” 

“New York, Wisconsin, Texas 
— they’re coming from every- 
where,” said Todd Regan, direc- 
tor of the Dick Van Dyke Foun- 
dation. 

The event served as a kick- 
off to the foundation, which Van 
Dyke is forming to help fund arts 
entertainment for young peo- 
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FRANK PEREZ — CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHER 


Dick Van Dyke, left, performs with his a cappella group the Vantastix 
during a fundraising variety show Saturday in San Bernardino. 


